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TheTruthful Account of How Ritten
house SchuylerHamilton Baggs

J Kidnapped Himself and Learned
v Much of the Great World Which

Lay Beyond His Fathers Gates

RITTENHOUSE AND HIS COMPANIONS ENJOY THE DAY AT THE SEASHORE t

BEAUTIFDI fried with Clio rarest flowers
with Splashing fountains and waving palms and
cool grottoes mado of crystal or of glittering ores
marble summer houses hero and there shaded by
great trees whero the grass was like velvet and

with a leko upon which swain swans and in which
floated boats with silken cushions was tho playground of Ritten
hotiso SchuylcrHamilton Baggs tho son of a millionaire manu

of sausage casings I said playground and so it waS
meant to be but alas ho did trot play much in it This was
not because Rittenhouse was sick or crippled for was as well
formed as you or I but becauso he didnt play much anywhere-
at alL You will wonder at that I suppose for lie had all the
toys all the games all the pets everything that a boy could wish
for with which to amuse himself yet he sat around listless
dissatisfied bored and tired That was what ailed him He
had everything and there was nothing to wish for Nothing

him because he had no wants In fact Bittenhouso
wanted to want something for as it was if he asked his father
for an elephant Mr would have sent for one at once and

boy had even grown tired of asking for things
they always came so easily and so quickly

a nurse who attended him and besides thero
was a man who guarded him rarely being out of
sight for his father was dreadfully afraid boy being kid

So ho never went out into tho street without being
attended by both nurse and guard and as there were no other

children anywhere around there he had nobody to
play with his nurse name was Gladiola day
long he would rove discontentedly and aimlessly about the beau
tiful gardens and yawn or when he out with Gladiola in
the Carriage or took a in the automobile or a sail on the

he was just as tired and yawned just as much for all thesethings he had done so often and for BO long a time that they were
no longer enjoyable at all Looking out of tho window the
house he sometimes saw little children wading in the
gutters after a rain and building dams of lovely mud but

he proposed to to off shoes end stockings
and do the same even if he had to do it in the
almost shrieked with astonishment that a millionaire boy could
seen wish to do such a common and vulgar thing She shud
dered when she thought of him barefooted Splashed with
mud Yet had been to do that very thing ha would
have known the sensation of pleasure so a complete

to hint Then again h6 once in awhile yearned with all his
heart to eat the roast frankfurters the hokeypokey or the hot
waffles that would be brought past in wagons by whiteaproned-
men but of course food was not for a and
when ha sat at his own table surrounded by all of the well
known dainties he scarcely ate anything

A PEEP AT THE OUTSIDE WORLD

Tho garden gate was always locked as several cases of

guarded for if ho had been carried away his father would will
ingly have paid a million dollars more for his recovery

day however when he had strolled along the graveled path
beside the placid artificial lake with its lovely tame swans past
the Italiangrotto and under which stood the
gorgeous trains along the velvet sward he came to an open gate
left open by the gardener for a moment while he crossed thestreet to some sunstroke cure Rittenhouso stepped outsideand looked about him with great interest for it was the first

he had been in the street alone He wore only his white
shirt waist and his linen trousers and as there was a great deal
of nice muddy wat6r in the gutter he decided to take advantage-
of tho chance and see how it felt to wade for once
Ho instantly removed his shoes and stockings and tossed them
into the garden then he went into gutter It was fine The
water was warm as well as the mud gurgled up
around his feet deliciously He didnt wonder the ragged little
boys and girls were so fond of this sort of tiling

While he splashed with great pleasure expecting the horri
fied Gladiola to rush out at any minute and carry inside thegardener came back went into the garden closed the gate
Rittenhouse was delighted that the gardener had passed him by
without recognizing but that very natural for who
could that a in mud in a could
be Rittenhouse SchuylerHamilton Bnjrgs the millionaires son iHe determined to enjoy his liberty while it lasted and splashed
all the harder

Two roughlooking men passed him after a time and ho
r one say

The only way to him is to snatch the kid out of thecarnage when take him out driving
r dangerous said the other man I think the bestplan would bo to hide in the garden and get him early in themorning Put a bag over his head and give him some chloroto stop his squeals Then dump him into a cart and o3with him

Eitteuhouse had stopped splashing mud and stood listecing One of the men noticed that he was taking in what they
and scowling growled

What are you rubbering at you brat Get out of thisliHc raised a stick and threatened the child with it He looked-
so fierce and dangerous that thought it best tomove off and he did so leaving a trail of muddy water alongpavement while the men continued to arrange their tocatch him for that of he knew at once was their
He laughed for the first time in a long he thought of
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boy they wanted and right there to their hands He took a
at them so that he could describe them to his papa

and then he stood on the wondering what he
while he had this precious bit of liberty

Altar a few minutes there came along quite a procession of
children making an immense amount of noise and all appar-
ently going somewhere together An woman
was in charge of this little army and she had all she could do to
restrain them for they all seemed so happy that they were very
hard to manage Onto of them a boy about the age of Eitten

and asked him
Say aint yen goin wit us kid
Where are you going asked the millionaires
Were agoin to the seashore all of us wit dat lady
For how long asked who had not been rfo

the seashore for a long time as the the
too strong for his nerves

Were goin to a whole week Eully
tha boy whose patched and darned trousers showed that he was
very An say aint we ter have do fun Wheel

By this time Eittenhouse had a great desire to join the
party of poor children which the lady was conducting and
was in the habit of always getting he he just
made up hi mind in a twinkling thaVhe would have this

He fell into step with boy whohad spoken him and
the lady did not notice any addition to her troupe at all

Whats your name asked the boy
Baggy answered Eittenhouse at once Whats yours 2

Hildebrand Gillespie Arbuthnot replied tho lad Lure
in Hooleys alley do you live i

Rittenhouse pointed to the great marble palace ofIns
there

The boy thought he meant that he lived somewhere behind
the great house and replied

tI never was round here before I sell papers down by ip
railroad depot and I dont gc no timo from my businea to
come up here in de swell parts We all have to walk down ter do
depot now an git on de train Taint far You tell de

youre me cousin Baggs j

But lady was far too busy to keep track of an addi
tional charge and it was only when at the depot where she got
her tickets that she might have noticed was another
boy in her band but perhaps sho had forgotten the original
number or perhaps one had been the way for she
never said a word All got on the train When they had

for some hours and grown tired of shouting at all thestraug things they saw the salty subtle perfume of
distant sea swept through all the train and even those who

did not know it was it with keen anticipation
Thats the salt water were smollin sow said Gillespie

Ive been down hero three times already and so I fall
i r rrt T o vni S 1 vic

of the sand
Can you swim asked Eittenhouse v
Sure asserted Gillespic Like a duck 1 Ill teach you if

you wanter know how
Eittenhouse was filled with a deep and made up his

mind to learn that day to swim r
Soon they saw the blue rim of the ocean off to the left far

in the distance and all the youngsters went Free Ritten
home felt the excitement thrill him although fio well remem
bered the ocean of course They danced in excitement untilthey were released and all made a noisy rush for the surf
Among them were many who like Rittenhouse were barefooted
and they beat the ones who had to sit down to remove their shoes
and stockings so they were knee deep in the salt billows a few
minutes before the others Some of thorn were afraid to yen
ture but others like Hildebrand wonted to wade out to their
necks Soon they were provided with bathing suits and Eitten
house was taking his first lesson from Hildebrand and enjoyed
it so much that he made rapid progress

HATED TO LEAVE THE WATER-

It was hard to get them out of the water but Hildebrand
knew of other joys and when they were on the beach again and
tho tide had fallen he showed Eitleiihouse how to find sand floas
calico crabs razor shells sand crabs fiddlers and clams andhost of other things for he had been to the shore as he saidbefore and knew the secrets When noon came and werecalled to go to a house for lunch Rittenhouse hurried along aseagerly as the rest for he was hungry he utebread and butter ham sandwiches pickles and doughnuts just-
as fast as Hildebrand and when the ice cream came he almosttrembled with fear that it would give out before it rot down tohis end of the table He never had known how good ice cream
was before All around hunt he saw little boys and girls hidingbits of bread and cake in their clothe when he whythey did that Hildebrand said Dey fcrgits deys goin ter stayflot i
See Prow away dis afternoon cause we gitfed here like millionaires I ate so much dat I tink Pllcrack open-

I think its much better than a millionaire gets repliedRittenhouse who was enjoying every mouthful
They had just got back to the sanitarium as they call thehouse the children lived in at the shore when aoutcry and extreme excitement among all the along thebeach The boys hurried up pushed through the crowd andfound that the people were standing dog whichwas writhing on the convulsively frothing at mouthIsis jjiws radfdogJ IadidogJ
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as they hurried away and others called for the policemen to
come and shoot it

Now Eittenhouse among all his pets had several dogs and
he knew all about them Ho knew that a mad dog never has a fit
as this one was having so lIe ran to the poor unconscious beast
and held its head firmly between his hands so that it could not
bite its own tongue in its struggles All the people stared and
some cried Go away boy He will you und youll have
the hydrophobia in a minute

Nonsense replied Eittenhouse This dog only has a fit
Hell be all right pretty

Sure enough in a very few minutes the poor dog had fin
ished his fit and sat up looking very much astonished at what
had come over him He was rather wobbly on his legs for
awhile but he seemed to know that Rittenhouse had been good-
to him and he stuck closely to him for tho rest of the day All
the people nov were as anxious to do something for him as they
were to have him killed a few minutes before but Rittenhouse
and Hildebrand said they would take care of him When even
ing cane all of the children were put to bed in nice cots where
tho sea breeze blew over them It seemed funny to Rittenhouse
not to have Gladiola tuck him in and make him say his prayers
but he went to sleep very soon and slept like a top all night
Next day there was all kinds of fun and he enjoyed it the
more because he heard Mrs Alloway the lady in charge read
aloud from the paper that Millionaire Baggs son

He knew that was what would think of
when ho was missing and he was quite tickled to hear that

500000 reward had been offered for his recovery

HOW THEY GOT A REWARD

Rally gee cried we could find him
of gettin all that monl

They had dug a hole in the sand so deep that the water
came into it from the bottom and Hildebrand was down in it
when they heard loud cries

Whats the matter asked Hildebrand
I dont know Somethings happened up the road said

Rittenhouse
Mebbe somebodys gittin drowned hazarded Hildebrand

climbing out of the hole
Then they what it was A runaway horse corning

toward them and in a little phaeton a child a girl with golden
hair who was white with terror Rittenhouse ran to the road
side and as the horse dashed by he grasped the back of tho

and cleverly sprang in besido the little girl Then he ran
out on the shafts climbed upon the horses back and in a min
ute the animal stood still looking at him with much astonish-
ment that so small a have stopped him so neatly but
Rittenhouse was accustomed to so that it was really no
great feat Crowds of people surrounded them and pretty soon
the girls father arid ho was overcome with joy to find his
child safe

He gave 10 for stopping the horse and asked
him his name

Remembering that his real namo was in all the papers the
boy told hun that his name was Eittenhouse

The father said My name is H L Plunkett and I want
you to come and see me tonight 3711 do something for you
He had noted the bare feet of the boy and to buy him
sonic clothes and give him employment for ho was very grateful-
as this was his only child Everybody shook hands with Ritten
house and rraiseJ his cleverness and bravery but he said to
Hildebrand

Pshaw Tbal wasnt anything to do All I had to do was
tojump in the carriage and the horse

Well replied Hildebrand I could never have done it forI never would have thought of it
Any boy that rides horseback would think of it said flit

tenhouse but if con didnt I spose it wouldnt occur to
What yer goin ter do with the ten dollars asked the

other
Ill give it to you replied Rittenhouse
Is de gob crazy cried Hildebrand Give away ten

dollars I didnt do nothin fer it
Well Ill give you half then
All right Tiats better Just the same as if yen found it-

ch
They rolls ten times on the shot with a

rifle at a target threw balls at the negros head and got four
canes as prizes ato broiled frankfurters and treated all the
children who could be found until it drew ear evening By
that time they were far down the beach and hired-
a carriars to take them back to the sanitarium All of his 5
had vanished and when he announced that fact t o his comrade
he was stricken with amazement and regret

Why I havent spent only a dollar said Hildebrand I
wanted to save some ter buy shoes wit he added but now Ill
give yew back half of mine so well be even

Rittenhouse only laughed You keep your share he said
Besides I might have to borrow it to get home with

Why theyll take you home all right at the end of the
week cried the boy Twont cost you nothin

Ill lutes to go home before then said Eittenhouse and
you too so as to get that reward of 500000 you know

I guess youre sure enough crazy said Hildebrand look-
ing carefully at him as if to see whether it showed on the out
side

Grazy or not we have just got to find that lost BagS boy
replied Rittenhouse laughing And we must do it tonight
too
j j ItvWas almostdjirhwhen1thcs got back tojthe hjxose ancL
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He Gladly Gave a HalfMillion Dol
lars Reward to the Poor Woman
Who Showed Him the Way to

EnioyLife as Do the Children of
Parents Who Have no Money

Mrs Alloway was rather vexed at them for she liked the chil
dren to stay where she could keep an oye on them Eittenbouse
was tired and besides his legs and feet were tremendously sun
burned so that they hurt like everything-

He had scratched his shins when ho jumped into the car
riage and she noticed tho blood that had dried upon them

How did that happen she asked Ho was silent but
Hildehrand told her that he had scratched his shins saving the
little eiiL

Oh she cried Was that you I am so glad it was one
of my boys I forgive you for running away for you are a brave
boy Now lets put some cream on your poor sunburned feet
and dear me your hands and face are almost as bad

Its only my legs and feet said he that hurt for I never
was barefooted before Nurse never would let me

Bless me have you a nurse she cried
Ye he answered before he reflected
Why how does it happen that a boy who has a nurse comes

to be in my sanitarium Who areyou and where do you live
1 cant tell you just now said he for he wanted to hue

Hildebrand to be the one to take him home and have all the

creditOh must she said becoming suspicious 1 can
have little boys who have secrets

Then Ill not reveal my name at all but HI leave at once
said he

Hoitytoity she cried The airs of the child
Yes he added I will ro but I will never forget the pleas

ure Ive had and to prove it I will send you a lot of money for
your sanitarium

The child is crazy she said emphatically
bats what I ld him srid Hildebrand but he says ha-

ainH
You must go to bed right away The sci has affected your

Rittenhouse asked Can I take my dog with me I
2b indeed I cant have dogs here You must leave him

outsideThen PI remain outside with him lie said
You shall have a good sound spanking shj replied grow

ing impatient for she wasnt used to having children talk back
stow Plttcnhonse had often heard of spanking and read

wondered how it felt and he had half a mind to take one to see

what it was like So he walked out of the door Mrs Alloway
grew angry and stepped quickly toward him but the dog seeing
that she meant business showed his teeth and growled so fiercely
that she was afraid-

I wont have such a disobedient boy in the house so you
can stay Outside until you ere sorry

RITTENHOUSE BEGAN TO FEEL LONEL-
YIt was dak outside and fie surf rolled almost up to tis

porch and after some time Bittenhouse began to feel somewhat
lonely but suddenly Hildebrand slipped out of a and
joined him

If y i wanter run away tonight said he deros a train
at 9 oclock dat goes to town Ill go wit yer if you go

All right lets go said Rittenhouse and he started with
the dog at his heels He ought two tickets but the conductor
made thm ride in the car because they had a dog

It was midnight when they reached his home but the house
was lighted up and father sat in tho library hearing several
detectives tiling about the clues they had as to where Eitten-
h use was Heranc the bell and the butler was shocked to see

two ragamuffins standing there but ns many people had
TO give information lie thought that was their purpose
when Ritfenhouse said Here iXoberts is a boy whp ha
brought me home ie almost fell down in amazement

He called r I atrgs ran out and folded son in his
arms Rittenh6uso said

This boy gets he reward papa Remember
Where have you been How did you escape from the kid

ncnners Is father asked-
I kidnapped myself he replied and I almost got a good

down at the shore but I didnt because
thought deserved one from you and I wanted you to have the
pleasure oZ giving to me This shows that Eittenhouae
was certainly a strr ge boy

said his father when he had heard the you
do deserve a spanking

Gi it to me son Td like to know i a-

like So iust to impress Mr Baggs gave him a food one
whiL Hildebrand looked on and when it was over Bittenhous
rubbed himself I ought to have had a lot of them
long ago and better

You are a wonder said Hildebrand
Then his father kissed him and asked him who HiWcLrrrd

was and Bittcnhouse told their tory The two men whom fc

had een the day before had been detected jumping over trie
garden all in the afternoon when he had been and o

course everybody thought he had been kidnapped After all
had been er1 lined they went to bed In the lorning Mr
took them to the shore to see Mrs Alloway and she was duly

but she wcs more astonished when Bittonhouse presented
with half z million dollars for her sanitarium and told

shown him how to enjoy himself
Hildebrand still with him and together they manage

to have lots of fun giving pleasure to other children who are
poor and neglected and you really cant imagine what a lot oi
fun there i in t at until you have tried
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